1 N. Kanawati ranking family of provincial viziers (a title held by his father, by Weni himself, and by his son), well-connected with two queens also from Abydos. Thus his exceptional career appears in a different light, and his success is best explained on the basis of not only his own qualities or the political opportunities of his time (conspiracies, destitution of high officials), but also a favorable and influential family environment. Of course such possibilities were alien to most Egyptians, who were used to enduring arbitrary decisions and the crude exercise of power by the authorities; such a reality was represented in literary works (like The Eloquent Peasant), in teachings (one example is Amenemope XXI, 3-4: "do not accept the gift ( fq¡) of a powerful man (nḫ t) and deprive the weak (s¡-ʿ) for his sake"), and in formulae where the pious official asserted that he protected the poor from the powerful one. In fact, the protection dispensed by powerful men was frequently invoked in literary texts as a crucial means of solving conflicts, even when people had legal recourse: "do not say: 'find me a strong superior (ḥ rj nḫ t), for a man in your town has injured me'; do not say: 'find me a protector (st̠ ¡), for one who hates me has injured me' " (Amenemope XXII, 1-4) or "do not go to court against your superior when you do not have protection [against] him" (Ankhsheshonq 8, 11).
